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Mobile Technology
• Provides a combination of flexibility, accessibility and
interactivity with online resources
(unlike other typical classroom technologies)
(Liu, M. Navarrete, C. C., Maradiegue, E., and
Wivagg, J. (2014))
• Mobile phones are regarded as “particularly useful computers
that fit in a (student’s) pocket, are always with (students), and
are always on” (Prensky, 2005)
• Mobile phones’ portability and immediacy permit students to
learn at their preferred time and place
• Mobile phones facilitate exposure to target content
(Chinnery, 2006)

Wikis
• Encourage students to participate, collaborate
and engage in writing
• Facilitate socio-constructivist learning (Parker &
Chao, 2007); Karasavvidis, 2010)
• Motivate students to produce longer and better
quality contributions (Mak & Coniam,
2008; Barton & Heiman, 2012)
• Permit students to edit each other’s writing
tasks and offer feedback to help improve
writing skills

The Project
Length – 5 months / N = 21 participants (C1 & C2 on CEFR)
•

Students downloaded Google Drive on their Smartphone

•

Google docs spreadsheets (adapted to the Smartphone) were used to
share reading tasks and vocabulary exercises (8 reading tasks and related
vocabulary exercises)

Example of exercises

The Project
Essays written on wikis on the computer (in total 8 per
student)

Tutor highlighting errors

Peer editing and feedback (groups of 3)

Tutor’s final editing

Creating a wiki

www.pbworks.com
• Invite your students
• Create accounts for them

Online Tasks
Newspaper articles

Essays

Pico Iyer on the art of slow travel

Travel broadens the mind. Discuss

Can technology identify China’s top
graduates?

Technology will soon replace face-to-face job
interviews. Do you agree?

Clever girls, stupid boys?

Boys and girls aim hard for the same educational
goals. To what extent do you agree?

How much of the world’s fossil fuel can
we burn?

Fossil fuel affects the global climate. To what
extent do you agree?

Travel companies must focus on lifestyle
to survive: Something to declare

Designer brands are the best. Discuss.

Connecting with voters: Does being a
‘normal bloke’ work?

Politicians should project a different image from
their normal self. Discuss.

The philosophy of privacy: Why
surveillance reduces us to objects

The Internet has intruded on our privacy. Does it
matter to you?

The future of learning and teaching in
higher education.

How do you foresee the future of higher
education in Spain?

Example of a wiki

The Project

Research questions
• What are the students’ perceptions regarding
learning from their Smartphone and wikis?
• How can peer editing and feedback help
students to enhance their writing skills?

Data Collection and Analysis
•
•
•
•

168 essays on wikis
Questionnaires (beginning and end of project)
Individual interviews
Survey questionnaire (Likert scale: 1-5.
1- I strongly disagree ……. 5- I strongly agree)

Findings
Students’ perception regarding learning from their
Smartphones and wikis
• Positive overview of learning experience
 Smartphones facilitated the learning of contextual vocabulary through
reading (different from learning words out of context)
 Survey questionnaire – statement 3: I enjoyed reading the articles and
doing the vocabulary exercises on my Smartphone.
Mean = 4.42
Median = 4
SD = 0.50

 Statement 4: I put the new vocabulary into practice in my writing.
Mean = 3.85
Median = 4
SD = 0.85
 Increased confidence in writing and more proficient in language
accuracy (grammar and vocabulary)
Statement 6: I improved my writing skills.
Mean = 4.23
Median = 4

SD = 0.53

Findings
Students’ perception regarding learning from their
Smartphones and wikis
• Increased motivation in writing
(acquainted with the subject through reading)
 Statement 2: I felt more motivated to write on the wikis.

Mean = 3.66

Median = 4

SD = 0.97

 Planned their essay more carefully (writing for a public)
 Novel approach to learning more dynamic.
 Screen is too small and at times not comfortable.

Grammatical resource
Students’ performance in pre- and post- tests

Lexical resource
Students’ performance in pre- and post- tests

Percentage of vocabulary correctly used

Findings
Peer editing and peer feedback to enhance writing skills
• Students learned from editing their peers’ essays
(avoided repeating mistakes)
 Statement: I learned from correcting my peers’ essays
Mean = 4.19
Median = 4
SD = 0.67
 They considered peer feedback to be useful
(helped them to reflect on their errors)

 Statement 2: I found my peers’ feedback useful.
Mean = 4.38
Median = 5
SD = 0.74
 They found collaborative work productive
(performed editing in groups of three/used dictionaries, word reference,
etc)
 They appreciated the tutor’s final editing of their essays
Mean = 4.65 Median = 5 SD = 0.66

Example of peer feedback
“This is well-written although there are some mistakes about grammar. My peers
and I have made the following corrections: In line 2, we have changed preposition
‘of’ for ‘for’ – We say ‘responsible for’. The tense in line 4 should be in the past and
not present simple – ‘looks’ should be ‘looked’. Then you should use the
superlative in line 10 – ‘trendiest’ and not ‘trendy’. ‘There is a wide range …’ and
not ‘there a wide range …’. You forgot the verb ‘is’. Another mistake is about
spelling – ‘diference’ is ‘difference’ with double ‘f’. I hope you like our corrections’.

“…In general, Andrea has done a good task, using the new vocabulary and
making only a few mistakes. Well done!”

“Marta has made only a few mistakes. We are not sure about the last one, but
we think it's related to the meaning.”

Conclusion
• Smartphones can facilitate students the opportunity to adopt
a self-learning approach
• Wikis allow students to plan their writing carefully by paying
attention to grammatical and lexical accuracy
• Commenting on each other’s mistakes and discussing the right
answers in small groups plays a significant role in enhancing
language accuracy and writing ability
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